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SUBJECT: THE MILITARY SPEAKS; NEW HINTS OF SPLIT 
REF: LISBON 1393 (DTG 041437Z MAR 76) 

SUMMARY: RECENT STATEMENTS BY MILITARY FIGURES CONTAINED 
NEW HINTS OF A POSSIBLY DEEPENING SPLIT WITHIN THE MILITARY 
BETWEEN CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS AND THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH 
FONMIN MELO ANTUNES. END SUMMARY. 

1 . MELO ANTUNES: FONMIN MELO ANTUNES, INTERVIEWED BY 
"LA REPUBLICA" OF ROME MARCH 3 ON ROUTE TO IRAN, STATED THAT 
"THERE IS NO PLACE FOR A TRADITIONAL SOCIAL DEMOCRACY IN 
PORTUGAL; BUT, THERE IS A LARGE PLACE FOR A DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIALIST REVOLUTION.” IN THE INTERVIEW WHICH WAS PUBLISHED 
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IN LISBON PRESS OF MARCH 4. ANTUNES SAID THAT "CONDITIONS 
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CONTINUE TO EXIST FOR CONSTRUCTING SOCIALIST STRUCTURES 
AFTER THE ELECTIONS, BUT WE WILL HAVE TO PRESENT NEW 
PROPOSALS." ASKED WHERE HIS SUPPORT WOULD COME FROM, 

ANTUNES REPLIED THAT THE CONSTITUTION, "A VERY ADVANCED 

DOCUMENT, FORMULATED AT JUST THE RIGHT MOMENT, PROVIDED 

THE GUIDELINES." HE SAID: "THERE ARE RIGHTIST ELEMENTS 

IN THE ARMED FORCES, BUT THERE IS ALSO A SIGNIFICANT LEFTIST 

GROUP OF YOUNG CAPTAINS WHO CAN PLAY AN IMPORTANT POLITICAL ROLE." 

2. VASCO LOURENCO: LISBON MILITARY REGION CHIEF VASCO 
LOURENCO TOLD THE PRESS MARCH 4 THAT THERE WILL ABSOLUTELY 
NOT BE AN ARMED FORCES CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT. HE SAID 
THAT SUCH A CANDIDACY WOULD "NOT BE VIABLE," AND CONTINUED 
"I FIND ALL THESE AFFIRMATIONS ABOUT AN ARMED FORCES 
CANDIDATE QUITE STRANGE." ASKED IF HE WERE REFERRING TO 

AIR FORCE CHIEF MORAIS DA SILVA'S RECENT SPEECH, LOURENCO 
SAID HE WAS, BUT DECLINED TO "ENTER INTO POLEMICS WHICH COULD 
CAUSE PROBLEMS AND SPLITS." (REFTEL). 

3. ROSA COUTINHO: LEFTIST FORMER REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL 
MEMBER AND EX-HIGH COMMISSIONER IN ANGOLA ADM ROSA 
COUTINHO, IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED MARCH 4 IN THE LEFTIST- 
LINING "DIARIO DE LISBOA," CRITICIZED THE POSITION TAKEN 

BY SOME PORTUGUESE, INCLUDING THE PS, THAT GOP SHOULD HAVE 
MADE RECOGNITION OF THE MPLA CONTINGENT ON CONCLUSION OF 
PRIOR ACCORDS GUARANTEEING PORTUGUESE INTERESTS IN 
ANGOLA AS "IMPRACTICAL." ASKED TO COMMENT ON CDS AND MRPP 
EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN OVER SOVIET INFLUENCE IN ANGOLA, 

HE ACCUSED THESE PARTIES OF "VOTE-SEEKING" AND LABELED 
THEIR VIEWS "EXTREMELY PREJUDICIAL TO PORTUGUESE INTERESTS." 

4. COMMENT: MELO ANTUNES JUXTAPOSITION OF RIGHTIST AND 
LEFTIST FACTIONS WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES AND LOURENCO'S 
VETTED CRITICISM OF MORAIS DA SILVA ARE FURTHER INDICATIONS 
OF A POSSIBLY DEEPENING SPLIT WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES 

IN GENERAL AND THE RC IN PARTICULAR. AN ARMY MAJOR ASSIGNED 
TO THE ARMED FORCES GENERAL STAFF TOLD EMBOFF MARCH 4 
THAT MORAIS DA SILVA SPEECH WAS BUT MOST RECENT AND BEST 
PUBLICIZED INCIDENT IN GROWING CAMPAIGN BY CONSERVATIVE 
ELEMENTS WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES, LED BY THE AIR FORCE, TO 
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ISOLATE AND, IF POSSIBLE, REMOVE FROM POSITIONS OF RES- 
PONSIBILITY, FIGURES SUCH AS MELO ANTUNES, VITOR CRESPO. 

AND VITOR ALVES. 

CARLUCCI 
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